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Artist tells stories through toys, photography
Brett Butler opens exhibit at City Hall

By Faith Bemiss
fbemiss@sedaliademocrat.com

Most people lose 
touch with their child-
hood toys as they grow 
up and leave the nest, 
but one artist who “owns 
every toy he ever had” 
is turning them into 
storytelling art — art that 
is selling well. 

Brett Butler studied 
photography under Allan 
Piece at the Boca Raton 
Museum Art School in 
Florida, has a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Digital Cin-
ematography and a Mas-
ter of Fine Arts Degree 
in Creative Writing from 
Full Sail University. He 
creates photos using dolls 
and action figures and 

also shoots small films 
of the toys. On Tuesday, 
Butler, a new member 
of the Sedalia Visual Art 
Association, was hanging 
an exhibit at the Sedalia 
Municipal Building. He 
spoke to the Democrat 
about his unique art.  

He said he moved to 
Sedalia last year from 
Florida to take the posi-

tion of director of the 
occupational therapy 
program at State Fair 
Community College. He 
added he was pleased to 
find Sedalia had so many 
fine artists. 

“When I moved here I 
wasn’t sure,” he noted. “I 
was leaving a big art fol-
lowing (in Florida).”

See TOYS | 8A
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Brett Butler holds “The Shining,” a photo he created using toys. Butler, a new member of the Sedalia Visual 
Art Association, was hanging his show at the Sedalia Municipal Building on Tuesday. 

CASA to host 
inaugural 5K 

walk/run
By Chris Howell
chrish@sedaliademocrat.com

October is Domestic 
Violence Awareness 
Month and CASA (Citi-
zens Against Spouse 
Abuse) is hosting a 5K 
run/walk at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday, Oct. 23.

“I think in our 
communities there's a 
lot of people who still 
don't understand what 
domestic violence is and 
what that means,” said 
Latausha Lembke, Court 
Advocate and Sexual 
Assault Coordinator for 
CASA said. “It doesn't 
just mean what our 
title is, Citizens Against 
Spouse Abuse, it's more 
about domestic violence 
in general and it affects 
all people regardless of 
their age, socioeconom-
ic status, sexual ori-
entation, gender, race, 
religion or nationality.”

Statistics show that 
about 1 in 3 women 
and 1 in 4 men have 
experienced domestic 
violence at some point 
in their lifetime. When 
they do, CASA provides 
a way out.

“We have a national 
hotline where they 
would call, and they 
would tell us about their 
story and what hap-
pened,” Lembke said. 
“At that point, we would 
find resources for them. 
If we have available 
space in our shelter for 
them then we're going 
to go ahead and accept 
them. There's a huge 
need, our phone is con-
stantly ringing.”

The location of CASA 
is a closely guarded 
secret to provide a safe 
haven for people and 
families often fleeing 
abusive relationships.

See CASA | 7A
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Latausha Lembke and Katie Hensley, seen 
Tuesday at CASA in Sedalia, are hosting CASA’s 
inaugural 5K Run/Walk at 9 a.m. Oct. 23.

Food Bank marks 40-year anniversary
By Ryan Sheehan
ryans@sedaliademocrat.com 

2021 marks the 40-year anniver-
sary of The Food Bank for Central 
& Northeast Missouri. 

According to its website, the 
Food Bank is a regional disaster and 
hunger relief network that acquires 
and distributes millions of pounds 
of food to partner agencies across a 
32-county area in Missouri, which 
includes Pettis County. The Food 
Bank partners with food pantries, 
soup kitchens, shelters and oth-
er agencies.

“It’s an amazing feeling, you 
know, to be able to be serving those 
in need for 40 years,” Regional 
Coordinator Darren White said. 
“To provide food throughout our 
32-county service area, and to see 
the growth, just in the time I’ve 
been with the Food Bank, I’m in my 
13th year. And to see the growth 
within that time, let alone 40 years, 
of the impact that we’ve been mak-
ing is truly amazing.”    

According to White, the Food 
Bank shipped a little over 68,000 
pounds of food during its first year 
in 1981. It now annually ships 30 
million pounds of food and serves 
more than 100,000 people every 
month. He added that the Food 
Bank has been partnered with Pettis 
County agencies since 2001.   

One of the issues the Food Bank 
has had to overcome during those 

40 years was the 1993 flood, White 
said. During this time, the Food 
Bank stopped charging its partner 
agencies for the food delivered to 
help alleviate the burden caused 
by the flood, which to date has not 
been changed. White said the Food 
Bank for Central & Northeast is the 
only food bank in Missouri, and one 
of the few in the nation, that does 
not charge its partners for food de-
liveries. He added that in the Sedalia 
area, the Food Bank’s partners 
include Citizens Against Spouse 
Abuse (CASA), Open Door Service 
Center Inc. and the Salvation Army. 

White described not charging a 
fee for its services as a “great feat” 
and said it is something the Food 
Bank is proud to continue doing. 
He noted the Food Bank’s plans are 
to continue to grow, which includes 
moving the location of its central 
pantry in Columbia. 

According to White, the Food 
Bank couldn’t make anything hap-
pen without its volunteers, who 
pack a lot of the food. There has 
been a strain on volunteers due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Thank goodness for the National 
Guard that we’ve had in there to be 
able to help out,” he added. “... (But) 
without them (our volunteers), a lot 
of that food couldn’t be done. So, we 
thank them. We thank the donors… 
that support the Food Bank.” 

Ryan Sheehan can be reached at 
660-530-0144.

Former Sedalia resident 
competes on ‘Lego Masters’
By Ryan Sheehan
ryans@sedaliademocrat.com 

A former Sedalia resident 
found herself as a contes-
tant on the reality series 
“Lego Masters.”

“Lego Masters” involves 
teams of two competing in 
challenges by building with 
Legos. This season, one of 
the teams featured Natalie 
Wear Cleveland, who at-
tended St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School, followed by the 
Sedalia School District 200. 
During her sophomore year 
of high school in 2004 or 
2005, her family moved to 
Lee’s Summit. 

Cleveland now lives 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and 
said her day job consists of 
video editing, songwriting, 
and managing social media 
accounts for businesses 
and nonprofits. Out of the 
show’s 12 episodes of its 
second season, Cleveland 
and her friend, Michelle 
Brooks, made it to the 
11th episode before being 
eliminated.   

According to Cleveland, 
she became friends with 
Brooks six years ago while 

doing interior design work.
“Last year, she sent me a 

message, and she was like, 
‘Hey, did you watch “Lego 
Masters?”’ I was like, ‘Yes.’ 
And she said, ‘Would you 
like to apply to season two 
and be my partner for it?’” 
Cleveland recalled. “And 
I said, ‘Sure, I don’t think 
anything will come of it. 
But, why the heck not.’’’

To her surprise, a few 
months later, she and 
Brooks hopped onto a 

Zoom interview with cast-
ing from “Lego Masters.” 

According to Cleveland, 
she and Brooks had done 
stuff with Legos with their 
kids just for fun, but not 
anything super impressive. 

“So, I was really sur-
prised whenever they liked 
our photos of builds and 
things that we had worked 
on and wanted to give 
us a shot on the show,” 
she noted. 

See LEGO | 7A
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Natalie Wear Cleveland, left, and Michelle Brooks pose 
for a photo on the set of the TV reality series “Lego 
Masters.” Cleveland is a former Sedalia resident who 
now lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  


